Moors and Christians: an example of multivariate analysis applied to human blood-groups.
Published data on the frequencies of the alleles of the ABO, MNS, and Rh systems for populations in the western Mediterranean region are analysed by the multivariate statistical methods of canonical variates, principal components, principal coordinates, correspondence analysis and discriminant functions. It is shown that there is a 'Moorish substrate' in the eastern and north-eastern parts of Spain and in southern Portugal. Serological effects, such as could derive from the assimilation of a large Jewish population, cannot be identified in the data available. The theory that most Hispano-Moslems and Spanish Jews were of indigenous origin is not gainsaid by the serological data available.